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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KABUL 02876 27044 1Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-04 /015W 

270624Z 006245 /12 

R 270330Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2408 

UNCLAS KABUL 2876 

FOR NEA/PAB, LANDE FROM CURRAN 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: OGEN, AF 

SUB J : PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE SPORTS PROGRAM - BASKETBALL 

1 . DR. LEONARD MILTON, CHAIRMAN OF THE PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE SPORTS 
COMMITTEE, HAS WRITTEN WAHID ETEMADI, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
AFGHAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, SUGGESTING THAT A U.S. COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL TEAM VISIT AFGHANISTAN DURING THE SUMMER OF 1977 
DR. MILTON'S LETTER STATED THAT IF THE GOVT OF AFGHANISTAN 
(GOA) COULD ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL LOCAL COSTS, THE 
PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE SPORTS COMMITTEE WOULD BE ABLE TO COVER INTER- 
NATIONAL TRAVEL AND OTHER EXPENSES. 

2. ETEMADI HAS TOLD US HE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO HOST SUCH A 
VISIT AND SAID THAT THE GOA WILL PAY ALL LOCAL COSTS. 

3. THE BEST TIME FOR SUCH A VISIT WOULD BE DURING THE 
"JESHYN" (NATIONAL DAY) CELEBRATIONS IN KABUL IN JULY. IDEALLY, 

THE AMERICAN TEAM WOULD ARRIVE IN KABUL ON JULY 15 OR 16 AND THEN 
BE AVAILABLE TO PLAY EXHIBITION MATCHES AND PARTICIPATE IN 
CLINICS AND REPRESENTATIONAL EVENTS DURING THE HOLIDAY 

JULY 17 - JULY 20. 

4. DR. MILTON INDICATED HE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM THE 
AFGHANS BY APRIL 20. HIS LETTER MAY HAVE BEEN DELAYED BY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 KABUL 02876 27044 1Z 

THE UNCERTAIN MAIL SERVICE IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD WITH 
WHICH YOU ARE FAMILIAR. 

5. WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD CONTACT DR. MILTON, 

ADVISE HIM OF THE INTEREST OF THE GOA IN THE VISIT OF AN 
AMERICAN BASKETBALL TEAM, AND STRESS THE DESIRABILITY OF 
HAVING THE TEAM HERE DURING JESHYN. NOT ONLY WOULD THE AFGHANS 
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BE FLATTERED BY SUCH A GESTURE, BUT THE TEAM WOULD GE 
MAXIMUM PUBLICITY AND ATTENTION. 

6. IF DR. MILTON CONFIRMS THE AVAILABILITY OF A TEAM WITHIN 
THIS TIME FRAME, WE WILL PURSUE THE ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 
INVOLVED WITH THE VISIT WITH THE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE. 

7. REGARDS. 

ELIOT 
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